I would like to express a big “Thank

You”

Library News

FISK GAZETTE

to all parents, caregivers, staff and students for

your generous support during the recent SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR. Your support at the Fair
has resulted in $387 of new books for the library!
Book Fairs are fun events which help our school stock up on resources to enrich your
children’s education and provide all students with access to more books. Children read more,
understand more and are more likely to continue reading when they have access to many
books and offered the opportunity to choose what they read.
I am truly thankful to the band of willing helpers who volunteered their time to help with all
areas of the Book Fair. I would like to especially thank Mrs Trudy Allcock and Miss Kylie who
kindly helped provide friendly customer service throughout the Fair. Happy Reading!
Marilyne Smith
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negotiate their own challenges and to be more resilient, more capable,
and happier.

Dear Families,
It is incredible to think that we are now just over half way through the
second term of the school year. It has been another amazing term so far,
with high levels of student success and engagement as a result of quality
teaching and learning within our classrooms. Things will not slow down
through the remainder of the term with experiences to include girls/boys
carnival days, Room 6 and 7 living with pets incursion, Room 4 excursion
to the Maritime Museum and the end of term school play.
Celebrating National Reconciliation Week
This week we celebrated National Reconciliation Week which provided an
opportunity for our school community to learn about our shared histories,
cultures and achievements. It is also a time to celebrate and build on the
respectful relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people and other Australians.

Attendance
Attendance is an important aspect of school, and non-attendance can
impact massively on students’ overall achievement. When looking at
attendance we have a couple of different categories. Our first is
Unapproved; this covers when a student is away and we have not been
provided with a reason from the parent/caregiver. At Fisk Street Primary
School our unexplained absences are low, which is positive. The main area
for concern is the high number of explained/approved absences.
These approved absences cover family holidays, sick days without a
medical certificate, exemptions and any time a student is away that
parents/caregivers have let us know about.
Fisk Street Primary School has greatly improved but we are still not at 95%
attendance.
Does Attendance Really Matter?

Building resilience in our children
In an age when society throws so many challenges to our
children, the development of mental resilience is so important for our
children’s mental wellbeing.
It’s not possible to protect our children from the ups and downs of life.
Raising resilient children, however, is possible and can provide them with
the
tools
they
need
to
respond
to
the
challenges of adolescence and young adulthood and to navigate
successfully in adulthood. Despite our best efforts, we cannot prevent
adversity and daily stress; but we can learn to be more resilient by
changing
how
we
think
about
challenges
and
adversities.
That is why Kenneth Ginsburg, M.D., MS Ed, FAAP, a pediatrician
specialising in adolescent medicine at The Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia (CHOP), has joined forces with the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) to author A Parent’s Guide to Building
Resilience in Children and Teens: Giving Your Child Roots and Wings. The
new
book
provides
a
dynamic
resource
to
help
parents and caregivers build resilience in children, teens, and young
adults.

The new books earned through the commission will be available in the
library very soon including a variety of fiction, non-fiction and information books
making up the selection.
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Dr. Ginsburg has identified seven “C”s of resilience, recognising that
“resilience isn’t a simple, one-part entity.” Parents can use these
guidelines to help their children recognise their abilities and inner
resources.
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In each newsletter in Term 2 we will outline one of the important Cs! The
first C is COMPETENCE!
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Competence describes the feeling of knowing that you can handle a
situation effectively. We can help the development of competence by:
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Helping children focus on individual strengths
Focusing any identified mistakes on specific incidents
Empowering children to make decisions
Being careful that your desire to protect your child doesn’t
mistakenly send a message that you don’t think he or she is
competent to handle things

1 or 2 days a week doesn’t seem much but...

Student attendance has 2 categories:
•Habitual non-attendance: where a student has 5 or
absences for any reason in a term (average of 1 day per fortnight)

•Chronic non-attendance: where a student is absent for 10 days or more
in a term for any reason (average of 1 day per week).
If you want your child to be successful at school then YES,
attendance does matter.
“Every Day Counts!!”
Winter Uniform
With the winter weather kicking in, a friendly reminder about the school
dress code.
Crew neck jumper $21 and fleece zip up jacket $29.50. These can be purchased from the front office.
Parking Thank you to the many people that are parking in the
correct spaces along our street and ensuring safety of our
students. However, I have also noticed a few people using the staff car
park. This car park is not suitable for drop off and pick as this is a safety
issue when students are entering and leaving the school.
Kind regards, Anna Marijanovic, Principal

Recognising the competencies of siblings individually and avoiding
comparisons
There is no simple answer to guarantee resilience in every situation. But
we can challenge ourselves to help our children develop the ability to
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Wellbeing
“Wellbeing is far more than the absence of illness or distress it is the ability
to thrive and live for and to our absolute potential. Wellbeing and learning

Cyber Bullying
Supporting Your Child Online
Cyberbullying most commonly occurs through:
Comments posted in an open online environment such as Facebook. -Direct
text, email or instant messages online or on a mobile phone.
Children can manage cyberbullying with your support by taking the following action:
Blocking the person cyberbullying and changing privacy settings. Retaliating or responding to the bully only
gives them the attention and power they want.
Reporting the bullying. Most websites have online help centres and reporting facilities, and online abuse is in
violation of the Terms Of Use of most social networking sites.
Collecting the evidence. Keeping mobile phone messages and printing emails or IM conversations.
Talking to someone they trust like parents or a teacher.
Visiting the Cybersmart Online Helpline www.cybersmart.gov.au/report.aspx to chat with an experienced
counsellor or calling the Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800.
Young people are aware of the threats associated with risky online behaviour but they will continue to engage in
it. Simply monitoring their use and parent controls are not enough as they will use it outside of the house or know
how to bypass barriers. It is important to engage with your child in dialogue on
how to be safe online and the potential outcomes of unsafe behaviour. As
parents it is important to be there go to person for advice and support.
Simon Trezise, Student Well-Being Leader

Senior Leader’s Message
Partnerships are important in many aspects of our lives.
At Fisk Street Primary School, we have many different partnerships some
are with other agencies, however the partnership we value the most is the
one with our families and carers. As families and carers your support and
assistance with your student is vital. Some of the ways we develop this
partnership is through class dojo, community group, before and after
school conversations, phone calls and having chats about students and
life in general.
These conversations and partnerships are vital to grow your child’s potential when we are working together
then the student is the winner. When our messages and approaches are simular and reinforced across
settings, this helps students to transfer skills and knowledge. We always want to strengthen these partnerships,
so have a chat to your child’s teacher about what they are learning and how they are going.

Ms Robyn, Senior Leader

Room 10
Room 10 have had an indifferent last two weeks with Ms Allcock being away due to illness with
leadership and relief teachers taking the class. Nevertheless we are proud of how well the class has
coped with this situation. They carried on doing some great learning. In literacy students have been
focusing on comprehension and writing skills using the website Pobble 365, and focused on procedural
writing. They have also been working on their maths fluency and number sentences as well as
exploring time and fractions. During integrated studies the focus has been on exploring electric
circuits and the nets of 3D shapes with Little Bits electronics.

