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LEARN TOGETHER, ACHIEVE TOGETHER, CELEBRATE TOGETHER .
frequently they have been read to prior to starting
school.

Dear Parents/Caregivers
Morning Routines
It has been a pleasure walking through the classrooms in the
morning and seeing our students focussed on reading and
their morning routines. We are endeavouring to build strong,
independent children so if you could continue to support your
child to follow the class routines that would be great. Not
only is student behaviour extremely positive, I have also been
so impressed with the standard of work I have seen from our
students. Well done Fisk Street Primary students and keep it
up.
Helping Your Child Learn
As we settle well into the school term and establish weekly
routines, it is very important to find a balance between giving
our children time to unwind, play, participate in
family and after school activities and spending time on home
learning
tasks.
Each
family
has
different
circumstances and challenges to deal with. The one thing we
all have in common is that we want our children to be happy,
healthy and succeed in life.
I would like to draw your attention to some research
presented by the Education Department which highlights the
importance of spending time to read and interact with your
children. The research clearly shows that parents who
value reading and expose their children to literature can have
a huge impact on their children’s learning outcomes and
success.
Reading to Young Children: A Head-Start in Life
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The research sets out to explore the connections between
parents reading to their young children and their child’s later
reading and other cognitive skills.
Key Findings
The frequency of reading to children at a young age has a
direct causal effect on their schooling out-comes regardless of
their family background and home environment.
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Reading to children at age 4-5 every day has a
significant positive effect on their reading skills and
cognitive skills (i.e., language and literacy, numeracy
and cognition) later in life.
Reading to children 3-5 days per week (compared to 2 or
less) has the same effect on the child’s reading skills
at age 4-5 as being six months older.
Reading to children 6-7 days per week has the same
effect as being almost 12 months older.
Children read to more frequently at age 4-5 achieve
higher scores on the National Assessment
Pro-gram – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests
for
both
Reading
and
Numeracy
in
Year 3 (age 8 to 9).
These differences in reading and cognitive skills are not
related to the child’s family background or home
environment but are the direct result of how

Respect
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This research is a result of a partnership arrangement
between the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development and the Melbourne Institute of Applied
Economic and Social Research.
Learning: Room 6 (1/2/3 Miss Dowling)
The wonderful Room 6 students have been busy building
strong respectful relationships with each other. They have
also been learning all about what it means to make good
choices at school and how they can be great learners.
Miss Dowling has been working hard to help the students to
understand our school values of Respect, Honesty, Doing Your
Best and Teamwork and linking these values to essential
learnings in life.
Room 6 knows that being a good learner means that we go
into The Learning Pit. Understanding the importance of
challenging ourselves and being persistent in their efforts. As
a result, Room 6 students have been learning to be
responsible and resilient learners who aren’t afraid to make
mistakes, as they know this is how they learn!

Upgrades
Technology is constantly evolving, and to achieve optimum
learning results our school must evolve also. We have almost
finished upgrading all of our computers in the technology
room. We will also be installing ClassMate interactive
touchscreens in every classroom in the next few weeks.
Public Holiday
Monday, 11th March is the Adelaide Cup PUBLIC HOLIDAY!
Parent/Teacher Interviews
Parent/teacher interviews are a valuable opportunity to
connect with your child's classroom teacher and hear about
the exciting learning opportunities happening in our
classrooms. Interviews will be held next week, Wednesday,
13th and Thursday, 14th March 2019. Interview notes went
home this Tuesday.
Please check with your classroom
teacher if you require any further information regarding
making a booking.
Kind regards
Anna Marijanovic
Principal

Doing Your Best

Teamwork

Wellbeing
“Wellbeing is far more than the absence of illness or distress it is the ability to thrive
and live for and to our absolute potential. Wellbeing and learning can’t be separated”

Bullying No Way/Harmony Day

Room 4 learning

Fisk St Primary School are joining in with the National celebration of Bullying No Way Day and
Harmony Day. This year we have decided to join the two days together due to Bullying No Way Day
falling during our swimming week.

So we will be celebrating them on Harmony Day which is

Thursday, 21 March 2019.
On the day Student Voice has decided that students are allowed to come dressed in orange the official
colour for Harmony Day. On the day they will run a fun activity at lunch and sell sausages, orange jelly
and orange cupcakes.

We would love for family and friends to come and celebrate the day with us. We will send out more
information about times of the workshops and presentations as we finalise the details of the day.

In Science we have been learning about Day and Night and how the Earth’s rotation affects this. One
activity we have undertaken this term was about seeing
how the time of day affects shadows. The students
measured their shadows after lunch and then again after
recess and then compared their results - Has it moved?
How big is it? How wide is it? Why did these changes
happen?

Class teachers will also be doing some lessons with their classes around bullying.
Simon Trezise, Student Wellbeing Leader

A Message from our Senior Leader
Wow, what an amazing place to learn and work.
Since starting work at Fisk Street a week ago, I have the pleasure of working with dedicated learners who are
focused on learning as much as they can while at school. In Room 6 I saw students who tried really hard to
learn
new
sounds
and
practice
their
beautiful
writing.
In
Room
7
I
noticed students engage with shared and independent reading, while working on their fluency and
understanding of texts.
In room 4 they have been working hard to develop clues for place
values. A sample is in the thousand column the number is between 6 and 8, in the Hundreds
column the number is 15-9, the number in the tens column is half of ten, and in the one column the number is
number of legs on a cat. The range of ideas they used to get a variety of different clues has amazed me, great
work room 7! In Room 11 the students have discussed what things they are proud of and different qualities of a
friend.
Room 10 demonstrated subtraction using friendly numbers. In the Arts program
students are producing some inspiring pieces on bark.
I invite you to share in your child’s learning journey next week as we move into parent teacher conversations.
We are working as a team to develop your child’s potential.
My role at Fisk St is Senior Leader, which covers so many different areas. Some of my focus areas are
monitoring data to ensure all students are learning and progressing to the best of their ability. Coaching
teachers
with
success
criteria
and
ensure
these
are
personalised
for
students.
Supporting and leading the choir at Fisk.
I have worked in Whyalla for many years now, however more recently at Hincks Ave PS, Whyalla Special
Education Centre as a teacher and within leadership. I have enjoyed getting to know students and I look
forward to working with you while we continue to develop incredible learning journey together.
Warm regards
Robyn Lindholm
Senior Leader

This term we have been focusing on narrative writing and have been learning about the structure orientation, complication/events, resolution and ending. The students have all been working on creating
their own imaginative stories. We will be turning these into our very own books. The students are
currently working on creating a front cover and blurb for their “books” and then we will add in a typed
up version of their story into the middle pages of their books.

Early on in the term, as a class, we read a whole
heap of Dr Seuss books and looked into the stories, the rhyming
words and most importantly the silliness. We then decided to
get a little bit silly too and create ourselves some Cat in the Hat,
Lorax & Thing 1/Thing 2 masks. Here are our creations!

