FISK GAZETTE

Bikes and Scooters
Unfortunately, we have had two
incidences happen this term , where
scooters have been stolen from our
bike/scooter rack area. We are now
padlocking the gate, however we
encourage all students who want to
ride/scooter to school, to bring a bike
padlock/chain so you can lock up your
bike/scooter during school hours. This
may deter any potential theft incident
happening in the future.
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LEARN TOGETHER, ACHIEVE TOGETHER, CELEBRATE TOGETHER
Dear Parents/Caregivers

Behaviour

This week’s newsletter is filled with lots of information, so grab
yourself a cuppa whilst you get up to date with news from Fisk
Street Primary School. I hope you are looking forward to the
classroom learning journey as much as the children. It has also
been great to see how engaged the students are in the
classrooms. There is certainly a great learning ‘vibe’ across our
school.

Newly appointed Senior Leader
I am very excited to announce that our newly appointed Senior
Leader for terms 1 and 2 is Robyn Lindholm. Robyn was our
Visible Learning Impact Coach in 2017 and the Impact Coach at the
Special School. Robyn has also worked numerous roles including
acting principal, wellbeing leader, behaviour specialist DfE and as a
special education teacher. Robyn has exceptionally strong skills in
Special Ed and will be of great value in helping us address
processes around accessing student support, differentiation at a
classroom level and assisting teachers with the One Plan which
replaces the Negotiated Education Plan.

Learning: Room 7 (R/1 Miss Jess)

Pupil Free Day for Visible Learning
Training Day for Staff

Room 4

Fisk Street Primary School Newsletter

As I tour the school each day it has been particularly wonderful to
see our youngest students in the school enjoying their exposure to
language and books each day. During their Literacy Block the
children have done a lot of work in the area of identifying letters
and their sounds, as well as having fun exploring the letters that
make their names. Students are being introduced to letters and
letter sounds through a kinaesthetic phonemic awareness program
called Jolly Phonics. The idea is that body movements help
students to remember how to produce each sound, and what
sound a letter makes. The body movement associated with each
sound mirrors what we do with our mouths as we make the
sound. A balanced approach to the teaching of literacy provides
the students in room 7 with a differentiated program in both large
and small groups, as well as in individualised lessons that supports
the reading and writing skill development of each individual child.
Students have been learning to listen, speak, write and read for a
variety of purposes and practice these skills in all curricular areas.
They are also beginning to grasp that their writing can
communicate meaning to others. Miss Jess does a terrific job in
assisting in this process with a variety of prompts and questions.
The concept of whole-body listening has been introduced as well,
where Miss Jess teaches her students to “tune in” so that work
can begin on auditory perception and discrimination of sounds.

The beginning of school is an exciting time; but for some students
the change of room, teacher and classmates can be a challenge.
There is a settling in period, and we need to allow that time and
give them the support and reassurance to adjust to the change.
Change is a good thing, and it’s important that we encourage
children to see the positive side and work towards accepting and
enjoying school and the changes involved.

Most of our students are really well settled in their new classes
and are already producing some terrific work and enjoying their
learning.
When a large number of children are together in one place, there
will always be those little incidents – mostly accidental but
occasionally deliberate. We do need to know about these; mostly
they are just that – individual incidents. You can assist by giving
your child the consistent message that they do need to tell a
teacher when an incident occurs. I can assure you, if we know
about it, we will follow it up there and then. If we don’t find out
until the next day it can be a little difficult when dealing with small
children.

Yard Cleanliness
I am pleased to report that our yard is looking very clean and tidy.
I often walk around and only on a couple of occasions had to pick
up rubbish. It is great to see students use the bins provided and
be responsible for disposing of their litter. When we have a clean
yard, it shows that our school community respects the space we
have.

Port Power Visit
On Monday we had a visit from 3 Port Adelaide players who talked
about the current preseason activity, the Eat Well program and
the importance of being active. Our students demonstrated
wonderful audience skills!

Uniform
A big thankyou to families for making sure their children are
coming to school in full uniform. As a result, the kids are looking
great. One of the reasons we have a uniform is to make life easy
for parents. That is, no arguments in the morning about what
your child is wearing.

Amber
Forbes

Kind regards

Pupil Free Day
Next week teachers across Whyalla will be spending the day
collectively engaging in further learning in the area of Visible
Learning. Consequently, Friday, 1 March 2018 IS A PUPIL FREE
DAY!

Respect

Honesty

Anna Marijanovic
Principal

Doing Your Best

Teamwork

Wellbeing
“Wellbeing is far more than the absence of illness or distress it is the ability to thrive
and live for and to our absolute potential. Wellbeing and learning can’t be separated”

Circle Times
Each week at Fisk Street Primary, every class has a circle time where we focus on positives
that are happening in and outside of school. This gives students an opportunity to discuss any
areas of improvement for the class as a whole, through providing a forum for solving any
problems collectively. We also have a focus area for each class around improving their social
emotional literacy.
One area we are closely targeting is that of applying problem solving strategies to a range of
scenarios. Below is a question table that we refer to when thinking about our actions.
Students are encouraged to think about these questions when they are working through their
problem to help them gain a better understanding of whether it will help or hinder progress in a
of individuals in a situation.

Room 10
Literacy– We discovered noun groups
enhance our writing by telling exactly
what we are thinking and want our
reader to picture in their mind.

Mathematics - Students designed
their own numeracy games to which
they played with much enthusiasm.

Room 10 student
accessing his
computer learning
program.

Simon Trezise (Wellbeing Leader)

Positive response

Negative response

Right

Wrong

Friendly

Unfriendly

Nice

Mean

Helpful

Unhelpful

Necessary

Unnecessary

Caring

Uncaring

Safe

Unsafe

Important

Unimportant

Our Class’s
Thoughts Poster
To create a great and better learning
environment in Room 10, students have the
option of recording their positives, negatives,
improvements and questions anonymously
at discuss during circle time.

Dispositions—Communication
Students drew pictures to communicate something they were thinking of

